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In Kent, sitting on a bench halfway between Canterbury and Whitstable a 
hand dangles down towards the ground brushing through soft foliage. The 
bench is by a path built along a former railway track, the first track to be 
laid in England. 

Sitting on the bench on a humid summer evening one experiences a 
sensorial immersion in infrastructures and flows: the constant hum of 
electricity running through high voltage power lines, the equally constant 
roar of the highway just a mile away; a vista opening up on the horizon, 
powerlines and pylons stretching for miles; bird and insect vocalisations 
indicating an ecosystem as natural infrastructure, a sense of sitting atop 
history. - Dimtrios Bourmpoudakis (Flow and permanece in the Garden of 
England)

The hand drifts briefly catching on a blade of grass, microscopic defens-
es called Phytoliths break the skin, the hand pulls back. The Phytoliths in 
question look like razor sharp teeth under a microscope and consist of 
pure silica taken up through soil. The crystalline nature of these struc-
tures at first seems to be at odds with their plant based origins.

Acting as a kind of armature for vegetal life these tiny glass like struc-
tures are extremely resilient lasting for thousands of years and providing a 
readable map of plant migrations, ethnographic movements and ecological 
histories. These maps describe the complex world making projects that 
have happened or are happening simultaneously and the countless inde-
terminate encounters between humans and non-humans that have helped 
to produce these worlds.

Focusing on the flows and migrations that make up the Kent landscape A 
CUT FROM SHARP GRASS is a project that brings together new works 
and research from Verity Birt, Emma Gibson, Lou Lou Sainsbury & Rosie 
Grace Ward. Through explorations of colonial trade roots, megalithic sites, 
agricultural practices and human - non human relationships, the works 
navigate the dynamics of this collective world that we are building. 
 
The cyborg would not recognise the garden of eden it is not made of mud 
and cannot dream of returning to the dust. - Donna Harraway (The Cyborg 
Manifesto)
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1 
Verity Birt, ‘Uncommon Ground’, 2019. 
Two channel video, flag, handout.

2 
Rosie Grace Ward, ‘Untitled (Preserved 
Key)’, 2019. Resin, wheat, sheaves.

3 
Lou Lou Sainsbury, ‘Dead Speak / Living 
Happens’, 2019. Raw sheeps wool, 
indigo, tumeric, madder root, 
cochineal Bugs, aluminium acetate, 
broom handle.

4 
Emma GIbson, ‘Point Break’, 2019.
Jesmonite, rebar, Abledo100 life paint.
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www.WELLPROJECTS.xyz                  

WELL PROJECTS C.I.C is an artist-led 
organisation consisting of a gallery space, a 
Risograph print studio & a live performance 
space.

Find out more about our programme and 
sign up for our newsletter at:

wellprojects.xyz

A CUT FROM SHARP GRASS is supported by 
MargateNOW. 

Find our listing amongst many other exciting 
events at: 

www.margatefestival.org

* Lou Lou Sainsbury will be performing ‘1667: Not Alive, 
Just Living’ on the 4th and 26th October. 
Please visit: bit.ly/sharpgrass for more information!
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multi disciplinary artist and 
writer. Working with a 
developing language of 
symbolic ephemera, imagery 
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she is  primarily interested 
in the machinations of global 
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towards an inevitable halt, 
and the leveraging of 
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