
UNCOMMON GROUND  

Two channel video, f lag.  

The White Horse Stone near the village of Aylesford in Kent lies between an ancient  
trackway, the Channel Tunnel Rail Link and the A229 dual carriageway. 

The sarsen megalith, originally one of two, was most likely erected by pastoralist  
communities shortly after the introduction of agriculture to Britain from continental 
Europe between 4500 and 3800 BCE. Before the concept of borders, this area would have 
been key for the arrival of international settlers and traders because of its position on 
the estuary of the River Thames and its proximity to the continent. The Neolithic was  
a revolutionary period in British history because of this contact and exchange with  
international communities. 

Named after the banner of the fifth century Anglo-Saxon brothers Hengist and Horsa—
said to have been found on the stone after they arrived in Britain—the white horse was 
also a venerated symbol in prehistoric culture and is today represented in Kent’s county 
emblem, under which is inscribed ‘Invicta’, meaning unconquered. 

The mythical brothers were part of a large group who migrated to Britain from  
continental Europe, laying the cultural foundations of the modern English legal system 
and many aspects of English society; the modern English language owes over half its words 
to the language of the Anglo-Saxons. 

Currently, the ‘Odinic Rite’, an extreme-right Folkish Heathen group, regard the site as 
“the birthplace of England” and frequently perform rituals there to “reclaim and make 
holy” the megalith. Unlike most other Pagans, Folkish Heathens have an essentialist  
understanding of race and believe ancestors not as people who inhabited the same  
landscape in the past, but as people to whom they are related by blood. Following Nazi 
propaganda, Folkish Heathens hold that English land is bound, somewhat mystically,  
to English blood, promoting the slogan ‘Blood and Soil’. 

With Brexit looming and rising tensions dividing British national identity, Verity Birt  
has worked in dialogue with academic Ethan Doyle White to investigate what role  
prehistoric sites like the White Horse Stone play in constituting ideas of heritage, race  
and nationhood.


